
Brendan O'Hara MP

I had a fascinating visit to the
Scottish Association of Marine
Science at the end of January,
where I met with Professor Axel
Miller, Deputy Director of SAMS. I
was  shown some of the
groundbreaking research being
undertaken there into the
various applications of algae
and other protozoa. Following
this visit I joined the APPG for
the Ocean to highlight the work
being undertaken in Argyll &
Bute to cross-party politicans.
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Need my advice?

Visit to SAMS
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You can contact me on:
 

brendan.ohara.mp@parliament.uk
 

OR by calling:
 01436 670587

 
OR write to me at:

Brendan O'Hara MP
8A Colquhoun Square

Helensburgh
G84 8AD

 
 

Anti-strike legislation
The UK Government is currently ploughing on with
implementing legislation that will heavily curtail workers right
to strike. It is vitally important that trade unions and workers
can negotiate fair pay and decent working conditions. If
passed, this legislation will mean that workers could be
exploited and that wages will keep falling below the rate of
inflation, at a time when the cost-of-living is crippling
millions of UK households. I was glad to stand in solidarity
with my SNP colleagues on Parliament Square last month in
protest against the Tories continued attacks against
democracy.

https://www.facebook.com/BrendanOHaraSNP
https://twitter.com/BrendanOHaraMP
https://brendanoharamp.scot/
https://www.google.com/search?q=brendan+oahra+mp+office&rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB1024GB1024&oq=brendan+oahra+mp+office&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i10i160l2.2328j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#


Speaking at the International Religious Freedom Summit in Washington

Brendan O'Hara MP

I have been in frequent correspondence
with some of the residents of Loch Awe
Holiday Park over the past month
regarding their future on the site. Following
new ownership, some residents were left at
risk of being unable to stay on the site. I
am glad to have been involved in
constructive discussions with the affected
residents, the site owners, and Argyll & Bute
Council to try and agree a way forward to
ensure no one has to leave the site or
potentially be faced with homelessness. I
am pictured on the right discussing the
matter on BBC ALBA. 

I was honoured to give a keynote speech
at the International Religious Freedom (IRF) Summit in
Washington, albeit virtually, due to Parliamentary
commitments.

At the event, I spoke about the importance of
ensuring that genocide does not go unnoticed, and
highlighted my new All Party Parliamentary Group for
International Law, Justice and Accountability.

I also had the opportunity to raise the plight of the
Yazidi and Hazara people to a panel of international
policymakers and stressed the importance of getting
justice for those impacted by such atrocities. P2

Loch Awe Holiday Park

February Update 

I also had the pleasure of visting Dunollie
Castle, just a short walk or drive from
Oban. Dunollie is a brilliant museum and
heritage site and is originally home to clan
MacDougall. I would encourage everyone
to make a point of visiting when the site
reopens for the season in April.

Dunollie Castle



Open Doors' World Watch List 2023

Scotland's Choice Podcast

I recently featured as a guest on my colleague, and MP for
Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey, Drew Hendry's
podcast. In the podcast, we discuss what has been happening
lately in Westminster, alongside some of my fellow MPs.

Recently, we heard about the campaign and Bill to outlaw forced
installation of pre-payment electricity meters which has been
brought to Parliament by Annie McLaughlin MP, and which has my
full support.

Pre-payment meters are more expensive than regular meters
and disproportionately impact less well-off households. When
your meter runs out, you don't just accrue debt, you are literally
left in the dark. This is unjust and leaves financially vulnerable
individuals and children in dangerous, and for some life
threatening situations. You can listen to the podcast by clicking on
the image on the right.

Brendan O'Hara MP
February Update 

I am  glad so many constituents have been in touch to add their
voices in support of this annual event.

Parliamentarians heard about in which countries Christians face
the highest levels of persecution, and of the work Open Doors are
doing to prevent this. Over 360 million Christians are subject to
persecution which in many cases is violent, state-led oppression.

As a Member of several APPGs that focus on the plight of
Christians, I heard at first hand from some of the individuals that
have been subjected to faith-based discrimination. 

I am looking forward to working constructively with my new APPG
for International Law, Justice and Accountability to work towards
holding states accountable for the persecution of minorities.

Are you struggling with your bills? 
There are many financial support schemes in place to help with the cost of energy
throughout his winter. I know many households in Argyll & Bute are off-grid and you

may therefore be eligible for the Alternative Fuel Payment. You can view
your eligibility to certain schemes by clicking here
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https://scotlandschoice.scot/podcast/e61-some-things-dont-cut-through-this-does/
https://www.mygov.scot/help-energy-bills#:~:text=You%20can%20get%20more%20information,Scotland%20for%20in%20person%20support.


Speaking up for the Uyghur people

Brendan O'Hara MP
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Atrocities continue to be committed by China against the Uyghur
people in Xinjiang. I spoke on behalf of the SNP to highlight real
concerns and utter disapproval that the Governor of Xinjiang in
Northwest China Erkin Tuniyaz, was to travel to the UK this month
to engage in talks with the FCDO.
 
Given China's utter refusal to listen to international calls for them
to treat the Uyghur people with the dignity and rights that they
deserve, Erkin Tuniyaz, a man accused by the Inter-Parliamentary
Alliance on China of playing a central role in the persecution of
the Uyghurs, is not someone we should be entertaining in the UK.
 
I am pleased to note that following this debate the planned visit
was cancelled, but my question of the UK Government still stands.
What did the UK Government think the benefit was, in giving
somebody with responsibility for brutal crimes against humanity,
the opportunity to come here and meet with Foreign Office
officials.

It was an honour to be amongst many MPs
that were able to attend an address by
President Zelensky of Ukraine in Westminster
Hall on the 8th February.

We heard President Zelensky discuss
Ukraine's continued fight against Vladimir
Putin and the Russian oppression of Ukraine.

President Zelensky also discussed the ways in
which the UK can continue to aide Ukraine by
providing military equipment.

The SNP fully support efforts to provide
assistance to Ukraine.

In my regular column for the Helensburgh
Advertiser I wrote about the UK Government's
decision to use Section 35 of the Scotland
Act to obstruct the Gender Recognition
Reform (GRR) Bill.

While I know the GRR debate, attracted huge
attention, in truth, whether you are a
supporter or an opponent of the Bill, 69% of
our democratically elected cross-party MSPs
gave it their seal of approval.

Read more about this and also the Retained
EU Law Bill by clicking the article on the left.

President Zelensky Address

Section 35 of the Scotland Act
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https://www.helensburghadvertiser.co.uk/opinion/23283680.brendan-ohara-mp-shameful-way-treating-scotland/

